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U.S. Jerseys are the most profitable, adaptable and responsive dairy
producers in the world.

A Profitable Product
The dairy industry has entered a new age. These are times when quality matters

again, when consumers want more cheese—but at a reasonable price, when dairy
producers are looking for every possible efficiency, and when everyone is more sensitive
to the state of the environment around us.

Jerseys are uniquely right for these times.
Jerseys produce the highest quality milk for human food. A glass of Jersey milk has

greater nutritional value than a glass of average milk: 20% more quality protein and 15%
more calcium.

Jersey milk will yield more cheese (from 20% to 25%), butter (over 30% more) and
nonfat dry milk (almost 10%) than average milk, and at a lower cost per pound of
product.

Jerseys produce less waste for producers to deal with (about 32% less manure and
28% less total nitrogen per cow per day than the larger breeds), and leave the
cheesemaker with less “white water” to dispose of.

A naturally concentrated milk that meets today’s requirements for quality, efficiency,
and environmental friendliness—these are just a few reasons Jerseys are making dairy
business owners sit up and take notice. But the reason the Jersey is the breed to build
your future on arrives in the mailbox every month:

Jersey milk is worth more.
During the first nine months of 2005, under Federal Order multiple component

pricing, Jersey milk (4.60% fat, 3.59% true protein) was valued 18.9% higher per
hundredweight than milk at market-reference test (3.5% fat, 2.99% true protein).

A Profitable Producer
“The sole office of the Jersey cow, broadly speaking, is to produce the largest possible
amount of rich and highly-colored cream from a given amount of food.”

Jersey Herd Register, Volume 1, 1871
The Jersey breed was developed so that dairy producers would have “less cow to

feed, more cow to milk.” U.S. Jerseys produce, on average, more than 16 times their
body weight in milk each lactation.

Blacky Rose of Briarcliffs, E-96%
5-6  365d  24,739 (11,245kg)  5.7%  1,414  3.9%  962  99DCR
2002 National Grand Champion
Reserve Premier Performance Cow,
The All American Jersey Show, 2002

Photo: Maggie Murphy
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The Wilderness Jerseys at Long Meadows
Farm were continuously enrolled on AJCA
performance programs starting January 1,
1973. At the time Dr. Robert C. and Helene Z.
Dreisbach retired from dairying on May 1,
2004, the herd m.e. lactation average was
20,444M (9,293 kg.), 916F and 729P. When
dispersed, 178 lots—all ages—grossed
$371,750, with a $10,000 high seller.

Over 110,000 Jersey cows are evaluated
annually on AJCA performance programs.
Actual production per cow:

16,223 lbs. milk (7,374 kg.)
755 lbs. fat (340 kg.)

577 lbs. protein (263 kg.)
1,954 lbs. (886 kg.)

Cheddar cheese yield

Milk Component Comparison

Breed Butterfat Protein
(percentage)

Jersey 4.60 3.59
Brown Swiss 4.04 3.38
Holstein 3.65 3.06

Source: National Dairy Herd Improvement Asso-
ciation Annual Report



Jerseys return a greater profit to milk
producers and to dairy manufacturers.
Compared to other breeds, it costs less for
Jersey farmers to produce a pound of fat or
protein. Processors also spend less to
produce a pound of cheese, butter, or nonfat
milk solids from Jersey milk.

Jersey owners and their nutrition consultants will tell you about Jersey advantages in
feed efficiency and therefore profitability.

But few have the experience that Norman H. Martin does. He has milked Holsteins
and Jerseys in two very different regions of the United States: the San Joaquin Valley of
California and along the Oregon coast near Tillamook. Martin moved to Tillamook in
1995, setting up a herd of 50% Holstein cows and 50% Jerseys. For almost four years,
the herd was evenly split: “two separate pens of Jerseys, two pens of Holsteins, same
milkers, same feed rations, everything exactly the same.” What were the differences?

The gross sales were higher for the Holsteins. But the net returns from the Jerseys
were greater.

In business, it doesn’t matter how much money you bring in. What matters is how
much you get to keep and put in the bank.

Jerseys eat 80% of the intake of Holsteins, but have 75% of the body weight. “Jerseys
are able to capture the energy that they eat over and above their body weight, and put it
into milk,” comments James Tully, Ph.D., PAS of Pine Creek Nutrition Service, Inc., Denair,
Calif.  “It means we’re able to get more pounds of energy-corrected milk (ECM) per
pound of dry matter than the Holsteins would give. From what we’ve seen, the numbers
approach 1.6 lbs. ECM (0.73 kg.) per pound of intake for a Jersey versus numbers like
1.45 to 1.5 (0.65–0.68 kg.) for Holstein cows.”

That feed efficiency translates to a lower feed cost per hundredweight of energy-
corrected milk produced, on average 12 cents (U.S.) less for Jerseys compared to
Holsteins.

Facts like these convinced Gregory O. “Butch” Dias Jr. to replace 1,000 Holsteins with
1,000 Jerseys at Delta View Farms in California six years ago. Comparing his Holsteins
averaging 70 lbs. milk (32 kg.) a day, Jerseys at 50 lbs. (22.7 kg.) matched the revenue
of the Holsteins, with no other efficiency factor considered. “I was rather surprised, to the
point I didn’t quite believe it,” he recalls.

Dias has expanded his herd to 1,400 cows, taking advantage of another efficiency:
increased stocking rate. Jerseys give producers the opportunity to increase herd size
without increasing their investment in land and facilities. While Holsteins can weigh from
1,300 to 1,500 lbs. (590–600 kg.), Jerseys range from 900 to 1,100 lbs. (410–500 kg.). In
the same space it takes to house 100 Holsteins, you can put up to 140 Jersey cows.

Or sometimes, more. When asked to issue permits for construction of Northern Plains

Sunset Canyon MBSB Anthem, E-95%
5-4  365d  37,087 (16,858kg)  4.7%  1,732  3.7%  1,383  DHIR

2000 National Jersey Jug Futurity Winner
Premier Performance Cow,

The All American Jersey Show, 2000

Photo: Frank Robinson
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Products manufactured from Jersey milk are
of higher quality because more protein is
recovered in the cheese made from Jersey
milk and the curd is firmer.

Product Yield Comparison

Breed Cheddar Cheese
(pounds/cwt.)

Jersey 12.33
Brown Swiss 11.14
Holstein 10.05

Source: National Dairy Herd Improvement Asso-
ciation Annual Reports and National All-Jersey Inc.



All-Time U.S. Production Leaders

Milk
Mainstream Berretta Joy, VG-88%

4-9  365d  2x  44,930  5.0%  2,267  3.4%  1,516
20,423kg milk  1,030F  689P

Protein
Bridon Juno Bango, E-94%

7-7  365d  2x  41,584  5.0%  2,119  3.9%  1,635
18,902kg. milk  963F  743P

Fat
Golden MBSB of Twin Haven, E-94%

4-1  365d 34,876  6.9%  2,421  4.1%  1,424
15,853kg. milk  1,100F  647P

Lifetime Production
Maplerow Mercury Aron-PTL-P, E-96%

310,330M, 14,373F, 11,058P  5,214 days
136,888kg. milk  6,330F  4,861P

Dairy, a high-efficiency set-up designed for Jerseys, county government officials in
Minnesota set a limit of 3,000 animal manure units per dairy farm. Jerseys are considered
one animal manure unit to a Holstein’s 1.5 unit rating.

Being able to milk 3,000 smaller cows, rather than 2,000 big cows, was just one
among many reasons they chose Jerseys, according to Northern Plains head Mitch Davis.
“Jerseys are more efficient cheese makers,” Davis told the Minnesota Dairy Star, “which is
what we are really interested in. They also take up less room, live longer, have less foot
problems, do better in the heat, eat less and calve easier.”

Sometimes expansion is not a goal. In that case, Jersey dairies can be operated with
less labor, less capital investment, fewer crop acres and with less purchased feed.

In either situation, the smaller Jersey cow will cause less wear-and-tear on facilities and
equipment, so expenses for repair and replacement are lower.

Reproduction Advantages and Longer Productive Herd Life
Jerseys have notable advantages over other dairy breeds in reproductive areas,

according to Dr. Robert E. McDowell’s review of the research literature. Jerseys mature
more quickly. When a dairy heifer matures earlier, she can be bred at a younger age (and
smaller size). She’ll then enter the milking herd sooner. The bottom line: Jerseys are
quicker to generate income for a dairy producer.

Jerseys are renown for their ease of calving. Fewer calving problems reduces worry,
labor and veterinary costs. For example, studies in Florida dairy operations determined
that Jersey heifers have less dystocia than Holstein heifers (1.78% versus 6.55%), less
metritis (4.22% versus 14.17%), and fewer stillbirths (9.11% versus 15.65%). Producers all
across the United States experience similar results. David Endres of Lodi, Wis., who
started his dairy business with Holsteins, but switched to Jerseys, says, “Calving ease is still
one of our biggest things. We just love it.”

After calving, Jerseys stand up, clean and get to work. They return to their heat cycle
sooner. Jerseys show heats more vigorously and remain in heat longer, according to
studies at Virginia Tech. Jersey cows exhibit estrus for an average of 8.9 hours, compared
to 7.4 hours for Holstein cows. The Jersey cows were mounted 9.5 times during any
estrus, compared to an average of 6.9 times among Holstein cows.

They breed back earlier, with fewer services per conception. “Jerseys breed incredibly
awesome,” says Allan Kutz of Jefferson, Wis. According to DairyComp statistics at Kutz
Dairy, the Jersey pregnancy rate averaged 22%, compared to 14% for the Holsteins.
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Generation after generation, Jersey mothers
transmit their outstanding traits. SHF
Paramount Golden Gal is a granddaughter
of the “Golden” cow (below). She is appraised
Very Good-88% and completed her first
lactation with 22,937–1,377–746 (10,426kg)
m.e. on her first lactation. Breed elites like
these also have tremendous earning power.
“Golden Gal” was the top selling female of
the 2002 All American Jersey Sale. Her 4-
month-old daughter sold for $28,200 in the
2004 Pride of the West Sale.

Golden MBSB of Twin Haven-ET, E-94%
4-1  365d  34,876  6.9%  2,421(1,100kg)  4.1%  1,424  DHIR
World Record for Jersey Fat Production (365 days)

Photo: Frank Robinson



Jersey reproductive advantages are even more striking in areas where extended
periods of heat stress occur. A longitudinal study by University of Florida researchers
determined that Jersey cows had fewer days to first service, from first service to
conception, and a shorter calving interval than Holsteins. Similarly, short-term breeding
studies at North Carolina State University revealed that Jersey cows had higher
conception than Holsteins when managed in the same herd.

Many studies have shown that Jersey have a lower involuntary culling rate. That is
because they have better reproductive performance, but also less mastitis (measured by
herd average somatic cell count), less disease and injury, and fewer feet and leg
problems.

Kevin Blount of California is convinced that, “Milking Jerseys is the best move I ever
made.” A big reason: His veterinary bills are lower than they were when he milked
Holsteins.

Lower culling rates have big benefits. On one hand, Jerseys have terrific equity
growth potential. Using culling statistics from the dairy herds using Pine Creek’s services,
nutritionist Todd Stroup says, “If you have enough heifers to replace 40% of your herd
and you look at the Holstein herds with a 35% cull rate, you can only grow at 5% per
year. You’re looking at 14 years to double your herd size.

“With Jerseys and 27% culling, you’re able to grow at 13% a year. That’s huge.
Jerseys can double their herd size in six years or less.”

On the other hand, you can maintain your herd size and increase cash flow by selling
the extra breeding stock. “Dad always had to buy Holsteins to keep enough cows
around,” says former Holstein owner Doug Martin, Chambersburg, Penna. “Now we’re
on the other side and we have to sell cows every year. Our culling rate is 12% to 15% for
involuntary and the rest is voluntary. The past five years, we’ve been selling 75 cows a
year for breeding purposes.”

Sunny Day Bold Belinda–ET, E-94%
2-2 365d 30,962 (14,074kg)  5.8%  1,763  3.5%  1,090 DHIR

National Class Leader: 1st Fat, Jr. 2-yr.-old
4-1 365d 31,984 (14,538kg)  5.3%  1,707  3.7%  1,183 DHIR
6-1 305d 33,870 (15,395kg)  4.6%  1,574  3.5%  1,198 100DCR

Photo: Craig Johnson
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Note the great width and openness in the
front end, plus strength and capacity in Main-
stream Berretta Joy (left) and her dam,
Lagerweys 285 Silky. “Joy,” scored Very
Good-88%, is the World Jersey Milk Cham-
pion and has lifetime average daily produc-
tion of 107 lbs. milk (48.6 kg.), testing 4.7%
fat and 3.5% protein. Her oldest daughter is
VG-87% with production over 35,000 lbs.
milk (15,910 kg.) calving at 1-11. “Silky” has
completed five consecutive records in ex-
cess of 32,000 lbs. milk (14,500 kg.). She is
scored Excellent.

Comparison of Key Management Statistics

Brown
Jersey Holstein  Swiss

Calving interval (months) 13.3 14.0 15.2
Average days open 119 141 140
Herd average Somatic Cell Count (1,000) 216 262 278

Source: California DHIA Annual Summary, 2004

Domestic and export sales of Jersey semen
totaled 1,753,070 units in 2004, an all-time
record. The American Jersey Cattle Associa-
tion is the world’s largest registry organiza-
tion, averaging 70,000 registrations annually.



It’s no wonder, then, that the useful herdlife of Jerseys is longer than that of any other
breed. According to the Animal Improvement Programs Laboratory of USDA, the
productive life of Holstein cows born in the base year of 1995 was 727 days (November,
2004). Converted to 305-days, that is 2.4 lactations. Productive Life for Jerseys was 875
days, or 2.9 lactations.

With more total days of productive life, Jerseys produce profits longer—and they give
you an opportunity for an extra calf.

Adaptable
Jerseys adapt to every management system that has been designed for dairying. They

thrive in confinement barns and dry lot operations, in large herds and small ones.

Jerseys also adapt to different feeding systems, from complete feed–TMR programs
to management-intensive grazing. For example, perennial ryegrass, clover, puna chicory,
and orchardgrass were the foundation of the feeding program at Long Meadows Farm in
Pennsylvania. The 110 Jersey cows in the herd owned by Robert and Helene Dreisbach
produced an average of 18,185 lbs. milk (8,265 kg.), 837 lbs. fat (380 kg.), and 655 lbs.
protein (298 kg.)—actual—in 2003. “The cows were not pushed in any way,” says Helene.
“On our last test, we had three cows over 100 pounds” (45 kgs.).

Jerseys adjust more easily to all climates. There are no climatic or geographic barriers
for Jerseys. They are favored in the subtropic region of the Deep South, and also the arid
climes of the United States. Nearly 1,300 Jerseys are in production at A&H Dairy in
Arizona. Owner Gary Allen reports that even when the temperature rises above 100º
Farenheit, the Jerseys will be at the feed bunks. “The best decision I ever made in the
dairy business was going from Holstein to Jersey,” stated Allen.

Transitioning to Jersey Genetics In Commercial Herds
“All we ask for is a trouble-free cow that calves, cleans, comes in with four quarters, and
makes a lot of milk with good components.”

In increasing numbers, commercial producers are choosing Jerseys because they do
calve easier, stay healthier, breed back earlier, and produce a higher value product. To
get those results, many are breeding the cows and heifers they now own to high-quality
Registered JerseyTM bulls.

That includes Keith Hockett of North Carolina, who puts it this way: “Why take two
years of raising a nice heifer and waste it in 15 minutes?”

6 ________ USJersey

The conversion to a Registered JerseyTM herd
at Martin Dairy, Tillamook, Ore., included
breeding Holsteins already in the herd to the
very best A.I. proven Registered JerseyTM

bulls. Chad (left) and Norman Martin are pic-
tured with J1 Cal-Mart Topkick Ramla 6762,
a 75% blood Jersey scored Excellent-91%.
On her third record, started at 3 years, 10
months of age, she produced 110 lbs. (50
kgs.) of 4% FCM 42 days after calving.

When introduced to other breeds, Jersey
genetics consistently increase fat and protein
yields and percentages, plus fertility and
productive life. The use of top-ranked A.I.
proven bulls will make this effect even greater
because they are more intensely selected for
than the average natural service sire.

Below, two Jersey-sired females in third
lactation, identified and performance
evaluated by the American Jersey Cattle
Association.
Left: J1 Kilgus Lucky Chocolate, VG-88%,
lifetime average daily production to date of
73.3 lbs. milk (33.3 kgs.), averaging 3.9% fat
and 3.2% protein
Right: J1 Kilgus Lucky Rita, E-91%, lifetime
average daily production to date of 65.4 lbs.
milk (29.7 kgs.) averaging 4.6% fat and 3.6%
protein



Averages of U.S. Active A.I.
Jersey Sires

Trait Average

Lost production, lost cows, lost calves . . . it wasn’t something that this enthusiastic
dairyman, who says from the heart, “All I ever wanted to do was milk cows” could endure.
The solution? About 15 years ago, “we went breeding to all Jerseys.

“There are a lot of people that just don’t understand why we are breeding our
Holsteins to Jerseys,” Hockett acknowledges. “But if they get so busy that they don’t have
time to look after them, then they will appreciate the crossbreed cows.”

Jersey-sired cows “put on good udders, and you never see one with feet and leg
problems,” he explains, adding that there are “no breeding problems.

“When you don’t have herd health problems, it makes life a lot easier for everybody,”
Hockett concludes.

Ben Curti, president of M. Curti & Sons, Waukena, Calif., agrees. Registered JerseyTM

bulls have been used to breed half, or more, of the virgin Holstein heifers in this 5,000
cow operation. Calving problems quickly disappeared. Not only that, the heifers
freshening with a Jersey-sired calf produced more milk, had fewer days open, and fewer
services per conception compared to those that carried a Holstein calf. “When you walk
through the hospital barn you don’t see damaged heifers in there like we used to. Very
few, if any,” Curti told Western DairyBusiness magazine in November, 2003.

The crossbred heifers were raised as replacements, with exciting results. To start with,
the Jersey–Holstein cross heifers had “little or no problems” at calving time. “We had
Holsteins calving right next to the crossbreeds and about every third Holstein heifer
required us to do something to assist in the birth.

“Until you actually experience it, you don’t know how good calving can be with
crosses,” he observed.

Milk yield of the Curti crossbreds, about 75% of them first-calf heifers and the rest on
their second lactation, is the equal of their Holstein contemporaries. Component levels are
higher, reaching 4.01% fat and 3.5% protein near the end of a long summer last year.
“We are on the cheese yield program ... and getting a higher premium now—about half
of what full Jersey cow premiums would be, but twice as much as the standard (plant)
premium.”

Curti added, “We’ve found that the Jersey converts feed more efficiently than our
Holsteins. We are still running dry matter intake trials, but on paper we are running about
$1 a day cheaper to feed the crosses.”

There are many other milk producers who can say the same things as Keith Hockett

U.S. Registered JerseysTM

High, wide rear udders, good feet and legs,
hard black hooves, and they keep working

through the heat of the day

Photos: Kathy DeBruin (opposite); Julia DeLavergne
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What Is JPI?
Determining which Jersey cows and bulls
excel by their combined genetic merit for
production and functional type is easy
when you start with the Jersey Perfor-
mance Index™.

JPI emphasizes commercial profitability in
two ways. First, 70% of the index is
weighted on PTA protein and PTA fat. The
remaining 30% includes information on
herd life, through udder traits and mastitis
resistance, reproductive measures, and
overall durability factors that lower invol-
untary culling.

The five factors used to calculate JPI and
their weights in the formula are:

• PTA protein, 50%;
• PTA fat, 20%;
• Functional Trait Index, 15%;
• PTA Productive Life, 3.75%;
• PTA Daughter Pregnancy Rate, 3.75%;
• PTA somatic cell score, 3.75%; and
• Functional Udder Index, 3.75%.

Refer to the USJersey website and the
Jersey Genetic Summary (the Green Book)
for more information on the Jersey Perfor-
mance Index™.

PTA milk 618 lb. (281kg)
PTA Fat 37 lb. (17kg)
PTA Protein 26 lb. (12kg)
Cheese Merit Dollars + $278
Net Merit Dollars + $265
Fluid Merit Dollars + $240
Productive Life + 1.09
Somatic Cell Score + 2.96
PTA Final Score + 1.00
Source: Animal Improvement Programs Laboratory,
USDA. Evaluation base is cows born in 2000.



Jerseys are changing the color of
dairying all across the United States.
The demand for the Jersey cow is at
the highest level the breed has ever
experienced. The reason is simple.

The Jersey is the most profitable cow
for today’s dairy business:

• She produces a pound of milk
components at a lower cost com-
pared to the other major breeds.

• She has little or no calving prob-
lems, greater fertility, a shorter
calving interval, and earlier maturity.

• Jerseys stay in the herd longer than
any other dairy breed.

• Jersey milk has greater nutritional
value, plus the highest yield and
greater efficiency when processed
into cheese and other value-added
products.

• Jersey milk commands a premium
price in many markets.

The missions of the American Jersey
Cattle Association and National All-
Jersey Inc., as outlined in their
respective constitutions, are to:

• Improve and promote Jersey cattle;

• Maintain records and activities that
are in the best interests of Jersey
cattle breeders;

• Promote the increase sale of Jersey
milk and milk products; and

• Promote the increased sale of
Jersey genetics.

We invite you to investigate the
advantages of Jerseys and how they
can help you reap greater profits from
your dairy business.

and Ben Curti do. According to a University of Wisconsin survey, across the board,
owners of Jersey-sired cows and heifers give them high scores for calving ease,
conception, longevity, and higher levels of milkfat and protein. New research is
supporting their observations. University of Minnesota researchers have reported that
Holstein cows bred to Jersey bulls, rather than Holstein bulls, produced calves that were
20% lighter at birth, born with less dystocia, and were over 50% less likely to have
retained placentas.

It’s safe to say: the closer a cow is to being a Jersey, the more profitable she is to own.

U.S. Jersey Genetics
U.S. Jersey genetics are the obvious choice because U.S. Jersey genetics are the best

available anywhere on the globe.
Dairy producers located on every continent have used U.S. Jersey sires to develop

national production-leading herds and cows recognized for production and top placings
at major shows.

U.S. Jersey sires rank highly in progeny evaluations across a number of countries, and
are many of the key “sires of sires” for large Jersey populations in Australia, Canada,
Denmark, New Zealand and South Africa.

Jersey females and embryos purchased from U.S. Jersey breeders have been equally
outstanding performers in many countries.

The     USJersey     Organizations
The American Jersey Cattle Association promotes Jersey breed improvement through

identification services, recording of production records, functional type traits evaluation,
and the application of advanced research and genetic evaluations.

The right-arm of the AJCA is National All-Jersey Inc. Its mission is two-fold: to increase
the value of and demand for Jersey milk and Jersey cattle, and to promote equity in milk
pricing. It holds an extensive resource library on Jersey milk, multiple component pricing,
and fluid milk standards. NAJ is known worldwide as a clearinghouse for information on
these topics.

When you are ready to take advantage of the many advantages U.S. Jerseys offer,
contact us at:

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.U.U.U.U.USSSSSJerseyJerseyJerseyJerseyJersey.com.com.com.com.com
Information on programs and services, performance and market statistics, Jersey research reports and news

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.infoJersey.infoJersey.infoJersey.infoJersey.infoJersey.com.com.com.com.com
For online recording of registrations and transfers, ordering JerseyTags, Official Performance Pedigrees
complete with current USDA-AJCA genetic evaluations, production summaries, and type information, and
JerseyMate™

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.JerseyDire.JerseyDire.JerseyDire.JerseyDire.JerseyDirectoryctoryctoryctoryctory.com.com.com.com.com
The online directory of Jersey breeders

http://JerseyJournal.Uhttp://JerseyJournal.Uhttp://JerseyJournal.Uhttp://JerseyJournal.Uhttp://JerseyJournal.USSSSSJerseyJerseyJerseyJerseyJersey.com.com.com.com.com
Jersey Journal, official publication of the American Jersey Cattle Association and National All-Jersey Inc.

Information on U.S. Jerseys is as close
and as fast as your connection to the
World Wide Web.
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USJersey
American Jersey Cattle Association
National All-Jersey Inc.
6486 East Main Street
Reynoldsburg Ohio USA 43068-2362
(614) 861-3636  phone
(614) 861-8040  fax
info@USJersey.com  information requests


